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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In order to fulfill the requirements of candor and good faith set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56, Applicants submit herewith the following Information Disclosure Statement in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98. 



UNITED STATES PATENTS 

PATENTEE PATENT NO. ISSUE DATE 

StoU et al. 5,514,961 May 7, 1996 

Noda 6,308,614 Bl October 30, 2001 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
COUNTRY PUBLICATION NO. PUBLICATION DATE 

EPO EP 0 643 81 1 Bl March 25, 1998 

EPO EP 0 62 1 408 Al October 26, 1 994 



iO/502238 

OTtS^:] r j7:?TC 2 2 JUL 2004 



COUNTRY PUBLICATION NO. PUBLICATION DATE 

Japan JP 50-143986 November 19, 1975 

Germany DE 39 00 599 Al July 12, 1990 



Copies of the references set forth above have been enclosed herewith for the 
convenience of the Examiner and a separate Usting of the same has been set forth on Form 
PTO-1449 also enclosed herewith. 



The first three of the above-listed foreign references have been cited in the 
Intemational Search Report issued in a corresponding PCT application. Accordingly, a copy 
of the Intemational Search Report showing the degree of relevancy of each reference is 
enclosed. The last reference, DB 39 00 599 Al, which is not cited in the Intemational Search 
Report, is enclosed with an accompanying English abstract. 

In view of the present submission, it is believed that the present application is in all 
respects complete and in condition for examination and favorable consideration which is 
earnestly solicited. 



If the Examiner has any questions or comments relating to the present application, he 
or she is respectfully invited to contact Applicants' attomey at the telephone number set forth 
below. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Registration No.: 43,309 
Attomey for Applicants 

HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 1 1791 
(516)822-3550 
STZikas 

191824 1 



2 



DT1.5 Rac'd PCJ/PJO 2 2 JUL 2004 

Sheet 1 of 1 



FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(Rev. 2-32) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
442-220 PCT/US 


Unassigned 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 
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